
There was a time when using a phone to text
messages seemed unbelievable and an answer
to the question: How fast does technology

change?, differed from one day to another.  This is
why Celebration of Technology in Education (CTE),
hosted by SUNY Stony Brook and sponsored by the
Eastern Suffolk BOCES Model Schools program, is
important. During CTE, teachers, students, and
vendors demonstrate the latest technology tools to
1,500 visiting Boards of Education, administrators,
and politicians.   

Technology changes all the time and the 
latest bright idea isn’t always applicable. 
“The possibilities of new technology are exciting
and promising,” says one technology integration

The Importance of the Annual Celebration of Technology

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Permit No. 138

Patchogue, N.Y. 11772

Eastern Suffolk BOCES
201 Sunrise Highway
Patchogue, New York 11772

specialist, “but it’s important to be cautious.
Sometimes what’s needed is the next incarnation.”

Demonstrating how technology is helping them
think globally and act locally were ESBOCES
centers: Westhampton Beach Learning Center
(WHBLC), Bellport Academic Center (BAC), 
and Jefferson Academic Center (JAC). JAC
curriculum teacher Lynn Corriss said, “Cutting-edge
technology encourages collaboration and virtual
communication.” But first, technology’s latest
advancement must be investigated by integration
experts before finances are invested and
equipment is placed in classrooms. By attending
the annual CTE forum, school district leaders are
provided opportunities to see what works.  If it’s
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The New York State Board of Regents P-16 plan is
designed to strengthen relationships of professionals
working in pre-kindergarten through higher

education, for the purpose of ensuring that all students
who attend public schools, regardless of where they live
or their level of family income, shall be taught by high
quality teachers. This has led to the creation here on Long
Island of a strong, effective, and highly collaborative
partnership of representatives of P-12, higher education
and teacher centers. The Long Island P-16 High Quality
Teacher Partnership includes representatives from 13
Institutes of Higher Education (IHE), 12 school districts,
three BOCES, and three teacher centers. The Partnership
has established this mission statement:

Provide an opportunity for teacher preparation programs
(pre-service and in-service), school districts/BOCES, and
teacher centers to work together so that every P-12
student has certified, highly qualified, and effective
teachers who promote student learning.

The Partnership is focusing on five goals for 2009-2010,
with each goal being addressed by a smaller group from
within the Partnership:

Goal 1: Anticipate Long Island teacher needs, short- and
long-term, and coordinate IHE teacher information with

school district vacancy information by certification area
(facilitated by Michael Mensch, Western Suffolk BOCES
Chief Operating Officer).

Goal 2: Develop broader awareness of existing Long Island
P-16 partnerships on Long Island (facilitated by Robert
Hanna, Nassau BOCES Deputy Superintendent).

Goal 3: Ensure high quality pre-service and in-service for
Long Island teachers (facilitated by Martha Kennelly,
Director of MESTRACT -- Mid East Suffolk Teacher Center).

Goal 4: Address issues of equity in the recruitment and
distribution of HQT to low-performing/high poverty school
districts (facilitated by Susan Schnebel, Superintendent of
Schools in Islip).

Goal 5: Explore funding opportunities to support the P-16
Partnership (facilitated by Jack Bierwirth, Superintendent
of Schools in Herricks).

The mission’s high bar will be reached by strengthening local
capacity to develop, implement, and assess high quality pre-
service and in-service teacher education programs that
promote the intellectual, physical, cultural, economic, and
social/emotional well-being of diverse students, families, adults,
and communities. The Partnership regularly reflects on its
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bug-free and adding to expectations of what can
be accomplished in the minds of children, it should
be shared, and it is at CTE. ■



I
t’s hard to believe how quickly this school year has
gone by.  And just as fast as it has progressed is how
much has been accomplished.  Inside this edition of

Dialogue you will find articles and updates on our
alternative high schools, the Perkins IV Grant that was
awarded to ESBOCES for the 17th consecutive year, the
Early Reading First program, and more.

I hope you take the time to read our lead story on the
front page about the progress being made by the
regional P16 High Quality Teacher (HQT) Partnership and
the promise it holds for our students and future teachers.
Congratulations to those on the committees who have
worked hard and accomplished much.  They’ve moved
Long Island to the forefront with what is sure to be a
model for the rest of the State.  Thanks to their efforts,
excitement surrounds this
initiative, which will
hopefully lead to additional
funding so the vision and
mission can continue.

Pamela Betheil,
Board  President

The youngest of brains have been the subject of
research in this country for well over a decade.
Increased understanding of early brain

development demonstrates that brain neurons are
formed at birth and then branch out dramatically.
The difference between an evolving child’s brain and
an adult’s is that a two-year-old child has twice as
many synapses (connections).  That young brain must
be used or the synapses are lost.  Michael Phelps,
chairman of the Department of Molecular and
Medical Pharmacology of the UCLA School of
Medicine, said the learning experiences of the young
mind determine which connections are developed.
To put it another way, the first five years of a child’s
life have a crucial impact on learning abilities,
character, and overall behavior.   

Consequently, two government programs, Reading
First and Early Reading First (ERF), were added to the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act.  The latter
was created to address concerns that some children
were beginning kindergarten without the necessary
foundation to fully benefit from formal school
instruction.  Thus, a nationwide effort began, with
federal funds being granted to local education
agencies such as Eastern Suffolk BOCES that serve
children from low-income families, in an effort to
have them better prepared for formal schooling.  The
program is transforming existing early education
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Early Reading First Program Begins
programs into centers where coherent, skill-based
instruction is provided during the years prior to
kindergarten.  Children considered at risk for reading
failure – reading is the foundation for all learning –
are screened for identification. 

At ESBOCES Sherwood Center in Holbrook, the
Long Island Regional School Support Center (LIRSSC)
held an ERF kick-off event. ERF Project Manager Faith
Borkowsky reported that the program is designed to
provide preschool-age children with cognitive
learning opportunities in high quality language and
literature rich environments, thereby offering
preschool children the fundamental knowledge and
skills necessary for optimal reading development in
kindergarten and beyond.

Participants at the kick-off included representatives
from Head Start Centers in Bellport, Central Islip UFSD,
Wyandanch UFSD, and the Hempstead UFSD. 

The daylong event began with Scholastic Early
Childhood Program trainer Heather Walsh, who gave
a required three-hour session designed to ensure the
program’s successful and uniform implementation.
Later in the day, How Picture Books Can Be Used to
Enhance Oral Language and Phonological Awareness
was presented by children’s author Eve Feldman.

The ERF federal funds were awarded competitively,
with ESBOCES being the recipient of a three-year, $3
million grant.   ■

Energy Consortium Projected to Save As Much As 30 Percent

A Message from the Board President

Students at Eastern Suffolk BOCES Brookhaven
Technical Center’s (BTC) SkillsUSA Chapter
have made a commitment to improve their

school and community.  Their multi-disciplinary
project will result in a natural habitat for use by the
entire student population, as well as members of
the surrounding communities.

“Children need to spend unhurried hours
exploring the natural world as a regular part of
their healthy growth and development,” explained
Early Childhood Education teacher Jayne Kaht.
“Research shows a dramatic decline in the amount
of time children are spending outdoors. This
disconnect from nature is leading to increases in
childhood obesity, a disinterest in the outdoors, 

and increased reliance on behavior-regulating
medications,” she added. 

BTC students from a wide range of vocational
classes banded together for this project, with
support from Principal Dean Lucera, to create a
parklike environment on their Bellport campus.  This
multidisciplinary project will also bring community
members in to work with the BTC students, who are
hoping to transform a barren and underutilized plot
of land on which to enjoy nature.  Students will
apply their work skills under the guidance,
supervision, and mentorship of teachers and local
trades people.  

Drafting students will prepare the architectural
landscape design, carpentry students will build a

deck and sandbox, plumbing students will construct
a water feature, animal science students will
maintain a rabbit hutch, graphic arts students will
paint wall murals, and photo and video production
students will document the project from inception
to completion, while Michelle Camarco, Patchogue-
Medford UFSD; Gina Marie Martuscello, Bayport-
Blue Point UFSD; and Ashley DeJesus, Brentwood
UFSD, of the Early Childhood class, coordinate the
project’s fundraising and planning efforts.

Students enrolled in other classes will help with
the planting of trees and gardens.  Early Childhood
Education students will guide the project by
providing child development knowledge and

(continued on page 4)

The Eastern Suffolk BOCES Cooperative Bid for Natural
Gas (also referred to as the natural gas consortium)
has 11 school districts and the Town of Brookhaven

as members.  Recently it was announced that projected cost
savings could save as much as 30 percent of participants’ energy

expenses this year.
A Request for Proposal (RFP) on the cost and supply of natural gas came

in at 17.5 cents above the New York Mercantile Exchange (NYMEX) numbers.
“Six vendors responded with competitive prices, and Plymouth Rock Energy

won the bid,” reported ESBOCES Plant Facilities Administrator Keith Anderson.
Plymouth Rock Energy LLC is a competitive marketer of natural gas in the
metropolitan area.  Last December, the Plymouth Rock price was about 10 cents
less than what National Grid was charging.  In March, the Plymouth Rock price
was just over 17 cents per therm less than National Grid was currently charging.

The 11 districts are Bayport-Blue Point UFSD, Babylon UFSD, Sachem CSD,

Hauppauge UFSD, Lindenhurst UFSD, Middle Country CSD, Center Moriches
UFSD, Riverhead CSD, Cold Spring Harbor CSD, Southampton UFSD, and Islip
UFSD.  Some districts were hesitant to join, not understanding that the billing
procedure would be seamless.” District purchase orders already cut for
National Grid are not a problem,” said Mr. Anderson, “because the consortium
pays National Grid, which in turn pays Plymouth Rock. This savings is a lot,”
continued Mr. Anderson, “perhaps reaching as high as 30 percent.  Plus, Plymouth
Rock is located in Queens and it’s nice to work with a local company.” 

As the cooperative grows, so does the volume of gas needed, which
in turn  lowers the price.  To join this cooperative, school
district officials need to provide their gas account
numbers, which will be forwarded to Plymouth
Rock. Those who sign on prior to April 15 will
become members as of May 1, 2010. ■

Outdoor Classroom Will Provide a Park for School and Community
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Since Eastern Suffolk BOCES first began
talking to administrators and parents about
establishing an ESBOCES-run alternative

high school, interest has grown considerably.  Two
sites are already established, one on the north shore
at Rocky Point UFSD and the other on the south
shore at Eastport-South Manor CSD. Recently,
Connetquot CSD offered to host a Regional
Alternative High School Program at their high school
for the 2010-11 school year, and several other
districts have expressed interest in participating at
this new site.  The Regional Alternative High School
Program, which can also include a high school
equivalency preparation program designed to
prepare students for a General Equivalency Diploma
(GED), is for students 16-21 years of age.

ESBOCES Associate Superintendent for
Educational Services Julie Davis Lutz asked last year
what new and innovative things the agency could
do to further assist districts in their goals.  Among
the ideas were to establish district-based alternative
high schools and Special Education regional summer
schools, “with ESBOCES providing the support,
saving the districts money, and keeping students

closer to home.”  This helps children to stay in less
restrictive settings and coordinates with the goals
of New York State’s Special Education Space Plan.

The two established alternative high schools
have been praised by Dr. Lutz, who added, “These
are two high-quality programs, which is why
enrollment has doubled.”

Alternative high schools are not just for students
who are experiencing academic problems or who
have disengaged from their high schools, they are
also for young people experiencing medical issues
and those who must assist in the financial support of
their families during the day. The program offers
students an opportunity to address individual and
family issues that are currently hampering their
progress toward a State diploma. Smaller class sizes
offer structure and individualized attention.  In short,
the alternative high schools offer academic
education at a commencement level, development
of transition skills, and social skills designed to foster
improved functioning in a school setting.  Also
provided is daily transportation, if agreed upon by
the districts. Additionally, students in attendance
have the option of participating in ESBOCES Career

and Technical programs.
ESBOCES Special Education Director Rob Becker

reported that some advantages to ESBOCES-run
versus district-run alternative schools include
ESBOCES accepting the responsibility of
administrative coordination, “with no need for extra
administrators at the district level, collaboration with
other districts, creating a larger student base, more
cost-effective tuition, aid for non-classified students,
and credit recovery options that may not be
available in each district.” 

Asked about the latest news from the alternative
high schools, Mr. Becker replied, “All students 
who took the Regents exams this past January
passed their tests, and parents and district officials 
are pleased.”

ESBOCES Trustee Fred Langstaff recently wrote in
On Board, the New York State School Boards
Association newsletter, “All school boards ought to
be encouraging their management teams to be
creative and forge strong partnerships.  The fiscal
crunch may get pretty ugly, but we can get through
it by working together.”   ■

Additional Districts Offer to Host Alternative High School Sites

The Federal Perkins IV Title I Grant has been awarded to Eastern Suffolk
BOCES in the amount of $774,000.  Title I monies are shared with the
agency’s component districts, and are used to enhance and enrich Career

and Technical Education programs (CTE) and encourage the development of
career academies.  

Title II, a five-year grant awarded to the Long Island’s TriBOCES consortium,
assists with the development of Career Pathways and related activities for
the region’s high school students.  Title II was awarded to ESBOCES in August
of 2008, and requires that paperwork be submitted yearly to demonstrate
student data and the progress made by the agency toward its goals.  Title II
is a regional grant used to plan, explore, and pilot CTE initiatives, such as
articulation agreements, embedded credit, etc.  Once the initiatives prove
valuable, the agency moves them into Title I, as required for CTE programs
and career academies.  

The author of the grant applications is ESBOCES CTE Program Administrator
Joseph M. Delgado, who explained that the grant is more seriously committed

to a plan of study for high school students via career academies.  Included are
more rigorous CTE programs, integrated academics in CTE courses, additional
work experience opportunities, and accountability through data gathering 
and reporting.

“Perkins IV is about taking Career and Technical Education to the next level,
where CTE courses will be recognized as being as rigorous and necessary to a
student’s program as the four core courses of English, Math, Science, and Social
Studies,” Mr. Delgado added.

The Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act provides funding
for vocational and technical education in school districts and community
colleges. The purpose is to build upon the efforts of states and localities to
develop more challenging academic standards; promote the development of
services and activities that integrate academic, vocational, and technical
instruction that link secondary and post-secondary education; and to disseminate
national research and provide professional development and technical assistance
to improve vocational and technical education programs.   ■

Perkins IV Grant Is Awarded, Paving the Way for More Career Academies

P16 Partnership (continued from page 1)

work, and its 2009 self-evaluation raised several
important questions for discussion this current 
school year:

• How can the Partnership’s work become even more
effective in an environment of multiple colleges
and school districts?

• Is it possible for the Partnership to define “high
quality teacher” in a more meaningful way than
“state certified”?

• Can funding be found to enable the Partnership to
continue its important work?
Eastern Suffolk BOCES Superintendent Edward J.

Zero, who has been involved with the Partnership
since its inception, and who facilitates the meetings,
is very enthusiastic about the work. Mr. Zero said,
“This Partnership holds great promise to enhance all
aspects of the teacher preparatory continuum
including teacher training, placement of student

teachers, mentoring new teachers, promoting
educational equity, and sharing best practices.
Ultimately, the Partnership will provide a new vision
for the P-16 educational system.” Mr. Zero added,
“Communication and collaboration are the keys;
however, the challenges are extraordinary.”

The work of the Partnership is being supported by
a website (http://www.lip16.org) developed by the
tech staff at New York Institute of Technology (NYIT).
The website serves as an important vehicle for
communication, with partnership members using it to
post documents, comment on content, and collaborate
between general partnership meetings. This provides
a “real time snapshot” of what’s happening at the
moment. Plans for the website include an area in
which undergraduates are identified in their specific
certification areas. This will provide a “heads-up” to
local school districts about the number of anticipated

graduates planning to pursue, for instance, chemistry.
School districts will be able to compare their projected
teacher needs two and three years down the road
with the graduates and their anticipated certifications
and, therefore, develop a long range plan for staffing
their schools.

State Education Department (SED) officials are very
supportive of this Long Island initiative. SED’s
Supervisor of Teacher Education, Richard Gervais
stated, “Partnering between colleges and school
districts is a good thing and should continue to be
encouraged and successes shared with all.”

It will be exciting to see the impact of the
Partnership’s work over the next few years. 
The Partnership’s strong commitment to ensuring
that all of Long Island’s children have high quality
teachers for the future holds great promise for our
Long Island region.   ■
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Outdoor Classroom (continued from page 2)

An Evening of Good Taste, Long Island’s
premier food tasting event for charity, was
held for the 17th consecutive year on March

8, 2010.  With a banquet from nearly 100 of the
most prestigious chefs, restaurants, bakeries,
wineries and culinary arts students, it serves as a
fund-raiser for South Nassau Communities
Hospital.  This year’s event, held at Crest Hollow
Country Club in Woodbury, benefited South
Nassau’s Center for Advanced Orthopedics.

Participating in the food judging portion 
of the event, Eastern Suffolk BOCES culinary arts
students from Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC)
and the Edward J. Milliken Technical Center (MTC),
scored well. The young chefs were guided by
master chefs/ESBOCES instructors Matt Kozak and
Rich Simon.  The MTC Team placed second for
appetizer, first for entrée, and second place for
desserts.  The menu featured an appetizer of Open
Range Lamb Chop with blackberry mint marmalade
and blackberry demi glaze, an entrée of Fire Pit
Beef Tenderloin slow roasted in onion butter with
pickled pearl onions, and a dessert titled Desert

Sunset Napoleon, consisting of
a napoleon layered with spun
sugar, cactus pear ice cream,
and avocado lime sorbet.
BTC’s chocolate pavilion
offered a Smokin’ Chocolate
Terrine featuring crunch bacon
bits, dark chocolate mousse,
and a praline ganache with
hazelnuts.  BTC received a
second place award.

MTC and BTC were among
the few competitors featuring
unifying themes. With its
wagon wheels, colorful Navajo
blankets, matching bandanas,
and a wooden Indian, the Luke
Mahoney inspired presentation
was eye-catching. 

One judge, as he tasted the
ESBOCES dishes and viewed
the entire presentation,
commented on the time, effort,
care, and concern exhibited by
the instructors and students.
“I’m impressed,” he said.   ■

Culinary Arts Students Bring Home Trophies From An Evening of Good Taste

The BTC chocolate pavilion featured Smokin’ Chocolate Terrine, consisting of crunchy bacon bits, dark chocolate mousse,
and praline ganache with hazelnuts.

A Culinary Arts student displays finished dishes

resources. Partnerships with local businesses are
being explored by the school’s work study
coordinator, and a grant from the Mid East Suffolk
Teacher Center will help fund the project in
conjunction with fundraising efforts.

“Enhancing school property by creating a
natural setting for children to explore science, the
arts, and social interaction will help youngsters
and their families develop an engagement with
the natural world, where nature is an integral,
joyful part of daily learning,” said Ms. Kaht.
“Additionally, we hope to create a new generation
of environmental stewards.” ■
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